The shipwrecked anchors of Achill Islanad

Chuck Meide reveals details of one aspect of the maritime archaeology of Achill Island

chill is Ireland’s largest and most

westerly dsland, [ocated off the

remote coast of County Mavo
between Clew Bay and Blacksod Bay, Long
renowmed for ibs magniticent vistas and
dynamic coastllne, Achill is today 2
redatively well-known  fourist destinalion
that sees a regular influx of visltors during
the summer months while scoteliow sll
managing Lo retain 2 sense of isolaton.
Archasploglcal cvidence suggests that the
islanel has Been continuously  inhabited
slnce at least the Meolithic, and Achill’s
archaenlogical Landscape features & wide
range of sites, Including megallthic tombs,
citshels, promontory forts, ogham stones,
the rmilns of several booleying villnges,
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nineteenth=century  manor  Rouses, a
fifteenth-century tower-house and a single
crannog.  An excavalion
programme  sponsored by the  Achill
Folklife Centre has drawn much attention
1o Achill's archacology and history, though
untll recently the island® rich miritime
Iwririlgﬂ._' has been mostly wnder-
appreciated.

I 1991 Thepess MeDaoreald, direcior ol
the Achill Folklife Centre, Intitated the flrst
Achill Archacological  Field  Schiool
{www,achill-fieldschool com), which
conbinues o excavate on an annual basis
tir r'I15|:.'|.I.u_'!.'. This research has |:'|'|.3E:'I.|.:.-'
focused on a post-medieval deserted village
sine, and consistently attracts enthusiastic
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students from around the worll, @5 well as
renowned wvisiting scholars from across
Irefand. In 2004 the Centre invited 1
Audrey Horning of the College of William
and  Mary  (currenkly Lecturer o
Archaeology at the University of Leicester)
tn pacticipate  in the direction  of
excavations, which hins proved a successtul
joing venture and has brought even mone
students from Willlamsburg, Virginia, in
the Li54

One aspect of the College of Willinm
and Mary's participation is & new focus omn
Aciills mmaritime history and landscape.
The summer of 2004 saw the first season ol
am ongedng maritime archaeological sunoey
of the island. As on [slands everywhere, the
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Ledt: The dynamie ellifx and treacheraus
waaters af Adhill's eoastling have caused
dozens of shipwrecks over the centuries,
(Phata: Kathe Slkes)

3 hat IH'I:'I'I.'I.IIJI.!I:I e aned livelilooad for
countless genemtions. of  Achills
inhabitants. Rocky shoos, sandy beaches,
thdal Ilats and natural haghours
foitercd’ fishing by boat and weirs,
maritime tracde, ihipwieck salvage anmd
weawend-harvesting, all of which should be
cvident inthe archasological eoord. In the
sixtesnth contury  these wWeTE
patrolled by the galleys of the famed plrate
fueen Graknne LaHe (Grace O™ alley) and
saw the damatic loss of at least thres
apanish Armada ships. By the nincteenth
century the !'.l.'.h!'l!l:.' own o 'L':'-r'k||mr1.
alded by pllods from Achill, had developed
inte a thriving centré of  maritime
commerce, and many of the ships
participating n this trsde were lost in the
treacherous  waters around  Achill, In
additlon, the Beltbish  constguard  had
estubalished o number of sialons on the
bslomd, and o commercial fshing Industey
b been Inteoduced by entreprencurs
from seotlund, Today, locals stll fish from
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Abowe: This anchor, stored in a shed near
Cloghmore Pier, measures 3,6m in bength and
wver 2m acrass b3 arms. [nitially believed to
come frem an Armada ship, comparison with
uther dated anchors suggests that it is more
likely to date from the olghteenth century.
(Photo: Chuck keide)
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| | Cloghmore Shed Anchor
| | Cloghmare, Achill Island

[ Fecoversdon @ May 1993, affshare
| Corraun Peninsida, by Fadraic and

| Darmen Kilkbane 2nd Lizm B Tormds
| Heffeeran
|

Reconded August 700 by Chidk
Al aned Brendan Burios

Aol Marigines Archasological Sunmy
Achill Folididfe Canore

Scaled dranving of Lhe
Cloghmore anchor, showing
its wooden stock in its
original positien, (lustration
by Chiuck Meide, Brendan
Burke and Katie Si&et)
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traditional curraghs and race Achill vawls,
tive ruinis of Ashing and constauand stations
dot the coastline, and troces of lost ships
remain hidden by the sen or pedodically
revealed ofi the foreshore, Achblls histore
marltime landscape b readily apparent,
though it has not been systematically
studied by archieologists unthl now.

Onie aspect of Achills maritime herlmge
that was quickly Brought to the attention
of Willlam and Mary archaecologlsis wos
thie presence of a number of old anchors
that have raised by divers or
fishermen and are currently stored or
displayed o the island., It was declded that
one of the 2004 season's goals would be 1o
lecate, record, and try to determine the
orginal provenance of theie artefacts.
Thiree archors wene found and recorded by
the survey team; at least one moee,
trelicwed to be foom the 1860 wreck of the
sailing bark Neptore, was umounid to have
been brought ashoee bt could not an that
timma: Be iracked dotwn

The oldest anchor i3 alo the maost
mysterious. Stored in a shed  near
Cloghmaore Pier, it is large (measuring 3.6m
in kength and over 2em across the anms) and
appears o be qulte old, cerainly dating
from sometime before the nineteenth
centuny, While evenyone ageec:dithat it had
been located off the shore of the Corraun
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Penirnsula {just east of Achill), there was o
lack ol consensus concersing when it had
been pulled from the sea: one book and
LSRR RINE] TEWAET arficles  stiated @itker
1997 o 1993, The locals who knew of Its
cxistence conidn’t seem ko remember
exacily when b titst saw the light of day.
Perusal through the files at the Mational
Meseermn in Dublin. boswever, indicated et
thls anchor was ralsed on & hay 1993 by
Cloghmore resident Padnsic Kilbane and: his
son Darren, and divers Liam and Tomas
Heffernan of neirhbourdng Clare [sland,
dany people believe that this anchoris
from the shipwrecked Sap Nice!s Prodaneli;
an Armada ship osiginally buill as 2
Mediterranean merchantman in Ragusa
(present-day Dubrovnic, Croatial, Another
candldnte s the Danish frigate Barliol,
which i 1782 lost an anchor and almost
came to griel Bersell in these walers,
Project archiacologists carcfully recorded
the anchiorin an attempl to i-:ll.'::l:'ii}' its age
and origin. One of the more exclilng
aspeEcts ol thais Hioek i thuat its wiooden 5100k,
attached In two pleces to the anchor's
shank by toeeniails fwooden dowels) and
iron bolts, has survived amazingly intact.
Even more impressive was the prescrvation
of L puﬂ.-:‘.l&n:iﬂg. or fabric coating, oo the
anchor ring, which prevented the hawser
Or - Ancror s from -.’:hi|li:|1;_q. As such
organlc artefacts rarely survive the ravapes
af the seq, thein presénoe sugpests that any
shipwreck associated with the anchor
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Abave: The Cleghmore anchor brars 2
mumber ol similarities o this French anchar
dating from 1362, (From Diderot's
Encpeivpoedio (1762], pls and X

Betow: The smaller of the two anchors
recovered from the 1894 Moreregian wreck
Jenny 15 displayed In front of Masterson's
Anchar Restaurant near Dugart., {Phota:
Chuck Bende]

coufl xlso be remarkably well preserved,
burled beneath thesand at-a water depth of
around-22m.

Ironically, the remains of this ship, if it
imderd exists, will last fonger tham lis
anchaor. Froper conservation is .'E|'I|'|-'.i1}“j witil
for any artefact recovered from @ soltwates
environment, especially lurge iron objects
such as cannons or anchors, This ancheai
wars fortumately soaked in freshe water for
almost & year, which allowed some of the
sialts: impregnated within s body o
safely,.  In addition, some
conservatlon procedures (physical cleaning
andd the application of mst-inhibltors and
tannic acid) were :'||:||‘_'|5i1'|_l b e ancior,
which undoubtedly have slowed the
cngoing degradation, But at present the
anchor i visibly and rapidly deteriorating,
and fron flakes readily fall away from s
by whien tonched. This is the classic sign
of daomage suffered by a sali-impregnoted
iron artefack allowed  boo doy’ without
electrolysis. Alse known as electrolviic
reduction, this  process entalls  the
appdication of an electrichl current through
the anchor while soaking It In a chemical
krzth for anoumd 8 wear or longer, which
consolldates the corrosion lavers and safely
crinws out chlorides or salts from the

cligsalve

artefact, Preventing further cofrosioe, This
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procedure Is considered the standard
treatment for ircon objects recovered from
magine sites. It 1s not too late {0 initiate
this process, and though it s expensive and
time-consuming it 1s the only thing that
will presecve this unigque and historically
significant artefact.

Determining the age af the anchor also
remains problematic. While some aspects
of its size and shape are similar o those of
sixteenth-century anchors, it s lacking key
construction features (such as triangular-
shaped palms, stock kevs parallel with the
arms, ind the characteristic finial at the eye
of the shank) that we would expect to find
on an alder Spanish anchor, OF course, it
shomeled b podinted ouwl that while many
sixteenthi-century  Spanish anchors have
been reported by archaeologlsts, few, if any,
Croatian anchors have been
which means that we have Llitile with
which to compare this anchor if i 5
indeed that of the Sarr Nicoles, Ab the same
time, however, some {eatures of this
anchor (the curvature of the palms and the
placement of stock kevs perpendicular to
the apms) appear quite similar to o those of
anchoss dating frome the early 1o mid-
eighteenth century. Both the stock and the
treenails have been identified as of Cisus
spe (ook], which unfortunately does not
ahed further lght on the anchor's arigins,
Further analysis of the Cloghmore anchor,
alomg with a geophysical survey of its
orginal location on the sea floon, may
oy s fo better speculate as 1o when and
where [t came from.

Conversely, we know the exact history
of the two other anchors surveyed in 2004
Both swere raised by Tocal divers from the
remaing of the 492-ton Norwepian bark
Temry, which was lost at Achillbeg [Sland omn
12 fanuary TES4, feren was en rotte from
Morant Bay, Jamaica, to  FHambarg,
Germany, with o cargeo of tropical logwood
and & erew of ten (all of whom, including
the master, L. Andersen, survived]. Scat-
tered components of the ship and its
cargo—including a third, smialler ancior—
remain submerged inoa cove off Achillbeg
to this day. According to local watermim
Jim Corrigan, branches of the hard, dense
togwood that for yvears floated ashore were
highly pozed by Achills fishermen, whao
criafted them Inio thole pins for their
Curragns.

recorded,

Archaeology freland Auturmr 2006

:: il
i
I'.':l
i
[
(n,
= | Jenny
% [ i Anchor# 1
N
!
| 4
> [ | vl
N (| i
- , e e ..-__,.-"'

Scaled drawing of the two anchors recovered
from the lenoy Iost at Achillbeg er rowke Tram
Jamaica Lo Germany in 1894 with a cargo of
logemad. (Pustration by Chuck beide and
Brarmdan Burke)

Today, the Jenmy's two latgest anchons
can be seen at the Ostin Oilean Acla hotel
i Achill Sound and the aptly namoed
Masterson's Anchor Bestaurant in Dogosl.
The first anchor is larger (3m compared o
2.5m in lenpth] but in poorer condition
than its partner, Unlike the Cloghmore
anchor, both of these would have featured
removable stocks Fahioned from iron.
Rt clearly  examples of the
nlnetecnth century’s rapicdly  changing
designs. The smaller anchor
appears to be o Bodger's Patent Sl
Palmed anchor, which after 1554 featured a
remiovahle iron stock: That two anchors
from the same ship were of different
clesigns is nod altogether surprising, given
the fact that the femy was 29 vears obd at
the timme of her loss. 1T was & Ccommaon
practice for Morweglan owners to purchise
or continue to wse ol vessels long after
ntoat others would have scrapped or sold
them; kn such cases expedience and the
lonwering of overheads were more valued
than equipment conformity when it came
tor outfitfing a vesiel.

A second season of fleldwork was
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Jenny Anchor # 2
{front and side views} 7
= il 'II! hachin
0 1!
@] FlEhi
q.l"'\—-.lll .i_."':-'_:._,..o_-'_"'__- _-"'-\..j"\-\.‘
I I"k,_ o | '-._“.,_.
| T2 \eab
cavigred b
| 1 ol gl
[ m=r:

carfded out in the summer of 2005, and
plans arein place Tor further work in 2006,
In 2005 archaecologists documented a
Famine-er copstguand station, the reins of
a ninetesnth-century Industrial fishing
i:-:_'ump]c;r., sevieral vernacular watercrall
{including a ¢ 10-year-old Achill yawl}
and a number of shipwrecks, including the
Charrles Stewart Famell (1928), the Aghia
Eirieg (1940} and the fishing trawler
Swocessfil, believed too date from the late
nineteenth and early twentleth centurles.
In additlion, three more anchors were
located, incloding nol ong bul two from
thre 1880 wreck of the Nephoweo Future
rescarch poals inchaods further work on
tivese sites and on the wrecks of the fenny
and the Neptwee, along with more archival
resegmch in Dublin and Londorn.

Thousands of years of oooopation and
maritime exploitation have left thelr traces
along the seabed, foreshore and coastline
of Achill Island, The ships Of Viking raiders,
medieval fraders, plrates, privateers amd
armed Invaders have all pligd the watess
arcaandd Achill, as did increasing numbers of
merchant and fishing vessels throughiout
the nimeteenth and twentieth centuries.
Their shattered hulls and forgotten cargos
remain undiscovered  offshore, and their
MEINaries encapsulated In the
landscape, the people and the traditional
boats skl in wse, which, like the old
anchors of Achill, can still be witmessed by
those who take the toouble to seek them
ot W
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